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Paper Pieced Improv Trees & O Christmas Trees Tutorials
happyquiltingmelissa.com/2013/09/paper-pieced-improv-trees.html

BLOCK TUTORIAL
 

 
So to make one 10 1/2" x 10 1/2" finished block you will need the following:

 (1) Paper Pieced Pattern that can be printed from here
 (1) 7" x 9 3/4" rectangle from background fabric cut in half diagonally.  (Note - if you are not

using a solid, you will need to make 2 squares and cut them in opposite directions diagonally,
this will make enough triangles for 2 blocks.)

 (1) 2" x 3" brown rectangle to be used for tree trunks
 (2) 3" x 5" background fabric rectangles

 Scraps, any size but it is helpful to have some strip ones.

https://www.happyquiltingmelissa.com/2013/09/paper-pieced-improv-trees.html
https://blogger.googleusercontent.com/img/b/R29vZ2xl/AVvXsEiMnwoPF3lzIokDhikTj7e0Y5BrqXcDULPGvQylNULTPmoylTYJcDkiTzboXRwNMca_a89QDQWk5j4b_YaY6_TMJ5efknrIEpeqX9wZlXTtKAndrbbxwvrJCUJt126PbxXSnxwstTlrAgw/s1600/IMG_4749.JPG
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1NNlVa13LeNtvaRLsMQhsk0LasNl6gHz-/view?usp=sharing
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Start with making the trunk.  Sew the (2) 3 " x 5" background rectangles onto either side of
the brown rectangles using a 1/4" seam.  Press towards the brown.  Set aside.

 
Now, grab your scraps.  Improv piecing is fun because there are really no rules, just use a
straight edge and a 1/4" seam each time you sew and you are good to go.  Start by sewing 2
scraps together, I put mine one an angle to give me a little scrappier start.  From those 2
pieces, cut one straight edge.  This is where you will add the next piece.

https://blogger.googleusercontent.com/img/b/R29vZ2xl/AVvXsEisNs73SNQWlFYeb0Wxf1Um5s8OUoSEzqFctqno2kOHEgqQEFt97A99I4v0yWb_xmRiVxhE3PNzEioZ6aFbx25YXf5RZHnK7Jj2TGNtCyTI3MW6vquYWmWULD4UybWRgVKEsXV3S4yUcII/s1600/IMG_4732.JPG
https://blogger.googleusercontent.com/img/b/R29vZ2xl/AVvXsEgXniAv9D-DBO3na620TxbqGEDlAFl9-Y0wyVZchWEYHCjcPqtoSSHFFvJoiNOxpoG0FMZGM-3VU4Cxff195Y4tybyJ059bl3kihzi1k9jRZ0Kj4TFj-PxYl94-60BktsDqZpci8QM8dP8/s1600/IMG_4733.JPG
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After you have added the next piece, cut another straight edge.  Add another piece to your
newly created straight edge.

 
Continue this process, cutting straight edges and adding new pieces.  As you move out and
your straight edges get larger, you might find you need to sew 2 scraps together first and
then add them to your improv piece as shown.

https://blogger.googleusercontent.com/img/b/R29vZ2xl/AVvXsEgVACKzJ5f71VeDWCFpfm_LE11MB5G9yYOJsA4jmRC_qNrmU9ADea8ENc6lEGHNO8Aerh0caMqfyZJS_fh-PzhhxO04s56f_BajGXq6N5HnBIews0-tno3A4ZnEaOa1ik7mDNaNNiQR4WA/s1600/IMG_4734.JPG
https://blogger.googleusercontent.com/img/b/R29vZ2xl/AVvXsEjuMxIYmvxcbxa-EMHEHXuy4b85aK4Xw9UoKD5b_2yLxY3pfkqxwAD0NW8S8zBCJm6pEtHL9AU6f5seK4QaxHj-rxkB4KISoNBfGWvrnWKWddO9kNVeqwyCIY758zsKjO09nd_tbg2fgks/s1600/IMG_4735.JPG
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Keep slashing and adding until you have created a shape large enough to cover the center
portion of your paper pieced pattern with at least a 1/4" overhang.  Once yours is this big,
you are ready to start paper piecing.  (Oh, and don't throw away those scraps you keep
cutting off, they make great starts for your next tree :)

 
**So I am no expert on paper piecing, but this block is pretty basic, so I am just giving a
really brief explanation on how I paper piece this particular block.  But feel free to just skip to
the bottom if you already know how to paper piece.

Place your paper pieced pattern with right side down.  Place your improv piece onto the back
of the paper pieced pattern making sure that it overlaps the drawn lines 1/4".  (I hold it up to
the light to check :)  Now, place your background triangle onto the improv triangle

https://blogger.googleusercontent.com/img/b/R29vZ2xl/AVvXsEh7wpMsR5xHSh1DUqsOAEuSWJCXlF9F0CJubGbak4L36_4k2hbv0NMQuJ5Sp_CpGDiMZG9VZGf5RNtYLg2e4ebDC8LeRfxvkOaWXHxAOjrMWzdC-fi5aryJ4PrcKF_L8QDu8oBSKdlAEro/s1600/IMG_4736.JPG
https://blogger.googleusercontent.com/img/b/R29vZ2xl/AVvXsEjKQOilWJK95GdonbdgP0eBhlzIMaeV8l8ZO32l-FB5Xr4Cghp_hcitEX5AWvpPPqrxyHk7QoteuVG-4CMW9s8NWVrMrD3ikZ3Utp3xFgIFkwtDB5tRWNe3YkAvsqU-w-u4NanzAv_gJYM/s1600/IMG_4738.JPG
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overlapping the seam by 1/4".  (I never know how people tell if it is overlapping when you can
see anymore because of the other layer of fabric, so the way I do this is by sticking 2 pins
from the paper pieced side directly through the drawn line, those are the circle marks.  I align
my triangle along the edge of the pins, pull out the pins, and then slide the triangle 1/4" over.
Super technical, I know :)  Pin all three layers in place.

 
Sew on the paper side of your sandwich directly on the drawn line.  It is best to shorten your
stitch lengthen so that the paper will come away easy when needed.

 
Fold the paper back at the seam and trim the excess fabric 1/4" away from the seam.

https://blogger.googleusercontent.com/img/b/R29vZ2xl/AVvXsEgzDVxKJfPWCtK4wDKDl1RyiK_RDkmcgE8fEkOo4YC58DWXimlkJmE8GKmHNQnYMSjCzonABJilTFEwL7rL1lYfvEmccIa-yTAOybQzRCXOR1dSbXFMqWyF-jc6RFXqskkzsgbQMxU93yk/s1600/IMG_4740.JPG
https://blogger.googleusercontent.com/img/b/R29vZ2xl/AVvXsEgdNaEjrrmKVp-DY-BvSGVk7WSzs7rtG4A-WYrTkV0XZz1Aq8LMzkFzuCUmANCXmKxixiFgVgOe1OcDKeCxRo70OibXoEo4iAvp-fWqlSqRbH7YtEr4R1_75pK8FjlPvxidm72OQZJRRcE/s1600/IMG_4741.JPG
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Press the background fabric out.  It should cover the paper on both edges.

 
Repeat the process for the other side of the block.

https://blogger.googleusercontent.com/img/b/R29vZ2xl/AVvXsEhUgHWkYro6zki81854LcUPu3M_mJEnifyZdjJxhnUBuL0dkWFrJI5gm7wq68jN6Umc4_cJKKEbS-ep3sw7V9QTjNvnZnFPi66jyfIiUBAMUx0H8_hCkcMIWYPQVlHZu7ncMylwyFszYSY/s1600/IMG_4742.JPG
https://blogger.googleusercontent.com/img/b/R29vZ2xl/AVvXsEgjnBZQV6dFJPNVOcpHvzHnWg4zDU-sgHEa9WKlk9xENt1X7OW3QWAlatkQ4qBQKXFyLYHOfuuw1lO5f-yZ-O0EnsiFADuaeiRYl6IWvDTdNNmUQi7B2_lmj4GLYY8hUKvDPYy9CaC0tPk/s1600/IMG_4743.JPG
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Now just trim along the edge of the paper all excess fabric.  Note - Do not trim on the line
around the edge of the pattern, that is the finished lined, the extra space is your seam
allowance.  The paper edge marks the edge of the block so you will only trim fabric.

 
And now you have an adorable tree top block.  All you need to do now is add the trunk.
 Place the trunk piece onto the bottom of the improv block with right sides together and sew
a 1/4" seam along the edge.  I liked to press mine open so it lays nice and flat.

https://blogger.googleusercontent.com/img/b/R29vZ2xl/AVvXsEgxNOJL0JzabZaiz4b8uMtv3HUefChNs4H-mm8xI1TZbH3K2TMNiNfBhU0S7dW4dGDuHdMxJmw5jb1iaaYDpRU_KGVsz-m6bJfhjwbQSch6vSnpS1KfDfExll3fck_AewXlsDjQHVhav8Q/s1600/IMG_4746.JPG
https://blogger.googleusercontent.com/img/b/R29vZ2xl/AVvXsEgCGtQLUS_gzYnM1QFy2DkMOhEvzCdPVKw2yjaIDpdULlbUipZ5IlPq1g7FGpet0aOcSUvgUyA-GahUWgfoy64WHcZbvBR2LPFY6l1wfV-FHkiKxuylsJNXvKJAd-BgjD5ByDR2T-tcPHs/s1600/IMG_4747.JPG
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And you are done, one adorable 10 1/2" x 10 1/2" finished improv tree block.  I can't wait to
see all of these come in and turn them into an adorable quilt.  I like them so much, I might
even make a few extras for some matching pillows.  So cute!!

 
QUILT TUTORIAL

https://blogger.googleusercontent.com/img/b/R29vZ2xl/AVvXsEiuiWPgSZryQ4vOtDlrZTftI3nEb9NTEZbZ53LRbn4AbUK6Ev1MT8fsYuZKUEQVeGtcHW3U2hkduo06DK7gjFqK47JqYoIsHWfoaqxKqfToOg06y5XvSIeETLM2zyxRh-EpRVGuIgfcm-k/s1600/IMG_4748.JPG
https://blogger.googleusercontent.com/img/b/R29vZ2xl/AVvXsEjXyizv2Ba4XK6g6JbWBFOa5aFhD56_FkjjtdZ9bB0U5PdwE_WgSmmP04wNGoK8Ladal3zZtm7AmkEGmZjLsv5llm-hVPiBMX7klCzq2QK0tFCDt2xxBeXBLZIrncZ5dwpHBlOVzkKUcBQ/s1600/IMG_4749.JPG
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Now, if you have so much fun making 1 block, and you want to make it into an entire O
Christmas Trees quilt (see more here) that finishes at 63" x 74" than here is what you will
need.

Assorted Christmas Fabric for the trees
                 - You can use Scraps, A Layer Cake, or A Fat Eighth Bundle

 1/6 a yard Brown Solid for tree trunks
 3 5/8 yards of Background Fabric

 4 yards of Backing Fabric
 5/8 yard of Binding Fabric  (I used scraps from my Fat Eighth Bundle)

 
CUTTING

 From your Brown Solid cut (22) 2" x 3" rectangles
 From your Background Fabric cut:

      (4) 11" x 26 3/4" rectangles
      (2) 11" x 21 1/2" rectangles
      (2) 11" x 16 1/4" rectangles
      (2) 11" x 11" rectangles

      (2) 5 3/4" x 11" rectangles
      (44) 3" x 5" rectangles

      (22)  7" x 9 3/4" rectangles cut in half diagonally.  (Note - if you are not using a solid, you
will need to  cut half of the rectangles in opposite directions diagonally, this will make a
triangle for each side of the tree.)

http://www.happyquiltingmelissa.com/2014/07/o-christmas-tree-finish.html
https://blogger.googleusercontent.com/img/b/R29vZ2xl/AVvXsEjwC2yYo69qqZ0k_6IjSjj_ga0FH8dV9T9jDl4SAMVmktdKnwELM2VAtu47sqQAwmK0zj3ETQ1ApPHYY4ZKVyYaCHVLP6kokUSU0isSmmRtGF6MIdkNY7l-yT_qQM6IFyCywm5RHj1LlXc/s1600/DSC_0060.JPG
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MAKING THE BLOCKS
Once your cutting is all done, refer to the block tutorial above to make 22 Improv Tree Paper
Pieced Blocks.

 
ASSEMBLING THE QUILT

Layout your 22 blocks and the background setting rectangles as show below.  You will be
using a 1/4" seam to piece the quilt top.

 
Sew each of the rows together.  Press the seams between blocks open and the seams
between the setting rectangles towards those rectangles.

https://blogger.googleusercontent.com/img/b/R29vZ2xl/AVvXsEgtuT3ixHezJQw3u7m6LKv_dbdDZ8mRBqTRp3WPGBJabAcCmCDO3eqiJOyiAb7bTkGCZJsyIvZ1q4B93WFjHwSGSKfF_66o3i-Vns6q7-2Wn_rMckVRI9AacU1hqd6SWC96L5R8BQkehfA/s1600/IMG_4749.JPG
https://blogger.googleusercontent.com/img/b/R29vZ2xl/AVvXsEje-SkF5pRbgNe_rd4U8wvgSovWw5Z1EnNUfbTwoaHYz1KTQHeBQTeUU5icLeKuvIPDRS1RfZWW0-2K9X6GEJNph5tiPlPVvQo60twiqc-CHvY8qmyubrNw_4JtMpxQ0qPNbRzYJ2ndVoA/s1600/IMG_0451.JPG
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Sew the rows together into a quilt top.  I like to do this by first sewing the rows into groups of
2's and pressing the seams open.  Then I sew the groups of 2 rows into 2 halves and press,
and then finish the final seam in the middle and press.

https://blogger.googleusercontent.com/img/b/R29vZ2xl/AVvXsEjBOLPGqHHqEcDPkWvLFfuT-8DULO5tS9KhX6I9KuyinA3neZo9WX1FSchV9tCxHOzulIoSa-QrXlhSrXe9Js9XAW0cUH8FZUc8RUSR1Q6RjX36APAQqV-6nNSLdp4yFtCsB4F2Dw6Dk3Y/s1600/IMG_0453.JPG
https://blogger.googleusercontent.com/img/b/R29vZ2xl/AVvXsEinUFg6BNUOtrNCdDOi-sC43bWgIysS5M3_KifLI9rADueTfbJgnOVzKaxjCy3WA_SLWrnUGtdmvWtycaspox86TzHAiHVXXXaxr1bVzpm1LZSvGrFxSNbkmaxMbDq2nH8qddidPf2rhtI/s1600/IMG_0454.JPG
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And you have a beautiful 63" x 74" O Christmas Tree quilt top!!  Now you just need to Baste
It, Quilt It, and Bind it :)  I know, that is a lot of work in one little sentence.  If you are new to
quilting you can check out these Finishing Up Videos I created that go over the basics of
Basting, Quilting, and Binding ;)

 
And now your done!!!  I hope you have enjoyed this tutorial and are excited to make your O
Christmas Tree lap sized quilt :)  If you do make your own, I would love to see it!!  You can
add it to my Flickr Group here, email me a picture at happyquiltingmelissa@gmail.com or
add it to social media with #happyquiltingwithmc ;)

http://www.happyquiltingmelissa.com/p/video-tutorials.html
https://blogger.googleusercontent.com/img/b/R29vZ2xl/AVvXsEi5-1qHupkDwTf8Qiz35My4Hz1w00dQUKh0MKDzFiI4osbumsYxuKqiY2LOSG9Jewqdq-vn6DAZZRtZ2Nzs3Vo_Yd-OD9Z7nATyZkDAKm8MxGgv1YPA1cll86LvdhYgwpnJmY7KFlVjpKo/s1600/IMG_0457.JPG
https://www.flickr.com/groups/1507657@N24/
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Have a Happy (and Merry) Quilting Day!!!

https://blogger.googleusercontent.com/img/b/R29vZ2xl/AVvXsEiCkcJNZX-fg7mWeQ3whWQT0LFE055NlMgiN69g5IF68k0KxF3YbdC_jntGFFSISDJngbPb_6XpA_sutZ4Ny7lRhdr_kai4-BWV6tWTgZdNWXFVEbIfnObc6lsyH-b7M-07_8-eJmKU1bc/s1600/DSC_0060.JPG

